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For the candid psychologist, carried bodily
on this voyage of discovery, the past is but
a questionable report, and the future wholly*
indeterminate;   everything is simply what
it is experienced as being.

At the same time, psychology is supposed
to be a science, a claim which would tend
to confine it to the natural history of man,
or the study of behaviour, as is actually
proposed by Auguste Comte and by some
of James's own disciples, more jejune if
more clear-headed than he. As matters now
stand, however, psychology as a whole is
not a science, but a branch of philosophy;
it brings together the literary description of
mental discourse and the scientific descrip-
tion of material life, in order to consider
the relation between them, which is the
nexus of human nature.

What was James's position on this crucial
question ? It is impossible to reply un-
equivocally. He approached philosophy as
mankind originally approached it, without
having a philosophy, and he lent himself
to various hypotheses in various directions.
He professed to begin his study on the as-
sumptions of common sense, that there is